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porary shed with open sides for the auditorium,
and erect a stage in such a position as to catch the
light of the moon as long as it lasts. The news of
the arrival of the players is carried to neighhouring
hamlets; and visitors come in on foot or in carts,
bringing their cooking pots and preparing to make
a long stay. They mean to lose nothing of the
fun, and intend to see the play out to the very end.
Old men and women, young children, even babies
in arms, accompany the parties. The grannies
bring their pet dogs, a hen or two, and possibly
a few goats. They camp under some tree on the
outskirts of the village, and make a picnic of their
visit without fear of bad weather in their glorious
climate.
The play begins at about nine o'clock at night
and goes on till four in the morning. The
audience sits through it with patience and good
humour. If sleep overcomes an individual here
and there, he remains where he is and slumbers
peacefully till a round of applause from the more
enthusiastic wakes him up. He loses nothing, for
he has probably seen the play frequently since he
was a child, and he is able to pick up the thread
of the plot easily.
The acts and scenes are numerous; and it takes